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Remarks  
By H.E. Dr. Sok Siphana 

At the Opening of the Mekong-Lancang Training-Of-Trainers Workshop  
on ASEAN Community-based Tourism Standards 

Sokhalay Angkor Hotel, 9th May 2018 
********* 

 
H.E. Dr. Thong Khon, Minister of Tourism, 
Mr. LIU Zhijie, Consul General of the Chinese Consulate in Siem Reap, 
H.E. Mr. POV Pisith, Deputy Governor of Siem Reap Province, 

Professor Bill Carter, International Projects Director, University of Sunshine Coast, 

Distinguished Delegates, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
1.  On behalf of the National Secretariat of Cambodia for Mekong-Lancang 
Cooperation (MLC), it is indeed a pleasure for me to be with you at this Opening of this 
workshop on ASEAN Community-based Tourism Standards. I will be very brief in 
my remarks as I would not touch much on the substance of this specialized workshop 
since we will soon have the opportunity to hear from Dr. Thong Khon, Minister of 
Tourism, on his perspective of how Community-based Tourism can contribute to the 
socio-economic development of countries in the Mekong-Lancang region. 

 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

2. Let me just set the institutional context for this event. For Cambodia, the 
Mekong-Lancang Cooperation is an important comprehensive sub-regional 
cooperation framework, whether you look at it from the political, economic or socio-
cultural aspects. Politically, it binds the destiny of six riparian countries that share 
geographically a sub-region located along the Mekong River. Within a short time span 
of a bit more than two years this mechanism had witnessed already two Leaders' 
Meeting, first in March of 2016 in Sanya, China and last January in Phnom Penh with 
Samdeh Padei Techo Hun Sen co-chairing with Chinese Premier H.E. Li Keqiang. 

3.  The momentum of the MLC is accelerating so fast, i.e. there are so many 
projects and initiatives being implemented and developed as we speak -- As a matter 
of fact, this event is a component of a project that was part of the 16 Cambodian 
projects approved by the MLC Special Fund. The first MLC Five Year Plan of Action 
(2018-2022) was formulated and adopted so as to give us a good long-term planning 
perspective. In this regard, I would like to take this opportunity to thank China for its 
active role and contribution in this long-term plan. I want to thank also our fellow 
Mekong countries for their goodwill and collaboration so far.  

4. Our Cambodia National Secretariat was established in June 2017 to coordinate 
cooperation activities in the framework of the MLC both within the relevant institutions 
of the Royal Government of Cambodia and with other Mekong member countries and 
China. Composition wise, we have a broad representation from 22 line ministries and 
agencies which have close activity links to the programming of the MLC. 
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

5. The theme of the Second MLC Leaders’ Meeting was “Our River of Peace and 
Sustainable Development”. This theme reflects the spirit that we can achieve peaceful 
co-existence through mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and 
sovereignty and non-interference in each other's internal affairs. 
 
5. To maintain peace and development, we need to adhere to the principles of 
consensus, equality, mutual consultation and coordination, voluntarism, common 
contribution and shared benefits, and respect for the United Nations Charter and 
international laws. The spirit is further reinforced in the “Phnom Penh Declaration” 
adopted by our Leaders at the last Summit.  
 
6. Indeed, our Leaders have set a very ambitious agenda for us to move this 
cooperation mechanism forward. Based on the three key pillars of cooperation, 
namely political and security issues, economic and sustainable development, and 
social, cultural and people-to-people exchanges, we have agreed on the five priority 
directions, comprising of connectivity, production capacity, cross-border economic 
cooperation, water resources as well as agriculture and poverty-reduction. Moreover, 
in the 5-Year POA, a number of complementary areas have been included such as, 
finance, customs and quality inspection, forestry and environmental protection, 
culture, tourism, education, health, and media. The list is long and comprehensive, 
indeed ambitious as I have mentioned earlier. 

 
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

7. Sustainable tourism development is one of the key agenda for socioeconomic 
rehabilitation and poverty reduction. It generates job opportunities; it supports micro 
and small businesses; it drives local development and further contributes to the 
cultural and natural heritage preservation. At the micro level, the Royal Government 
has considered that the development of a pro-poor, environmentally sustainable and 
socially responsible community-based tourism product is a priority that our local 
community can benefit directly. The potential for poverty reduction and social impact 
at the grassroot level is enormous. Moreover, preserving our community’s cultural 
values, our identity and traditional way of life is at the heart of sustainable and 
responsible community-based tourism development.  
 
8. I am pleased that the Tourism sector is also identified one of the main focus under the 

3rd pillar of the Mekong-Lancang Cooperation: Social and Cultural Cooperation and 

People to People Exchange. The 5-Year POA has highlighted a few tourism related 

initiatives, such as encouraging MLC member countries to explore the establishment 

of the “Mekong-Lancang Tourism Cities Cooperation Alliance”, promoting the training of 

tourism talents, and encouraging Mekong-Lancang countries to participate in relevant 

tourism events and activities such as, the “ASEAN Tourism Forum”, the “Mekong 

Tourism Forum” and “China International Tourism Mart (CITM)”. Moreover, it mentions 
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the possibility to establishing a medium/long term tourism development vision of the 

MLC, a few objectives of which are the enhancement of soft and hard-infrastructure 

tourism development, and the mutual recognition of ASEAN Tourism Standards.  

 

Well, I believe this workshop is all about promoting ASEAN Tourism Standards and 

so I am really looking forward to hear more about it. 

 

Thank you all for your attention. 

 

***** 
 


