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- H.E. Chuch Phoeurn, Secretary of State and the high representative of H.E. Ms. Phoeurng 

Sackona, Minister of Culture and Fine Arts, 

- H.E Sok Soken, Undersecretary of State of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation, 

- Mr. Wang Dexin, Director of Administration and Political Affairs of the Chinese Embassy 

to the Kingdom of Cambodia, 

- Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 
 

A very good morning! 
 

1. It is an honour and indeed a great pleasure for me to attend the opening session 

of this seminar, and on behalf of the National Secretariat of Cambodia for 

Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (NSC-MLC), I would like to congratulate the 

Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts for initiating this interesting project under the 

MLC Special Fund. In fact, this is the second project of the Ministry of Culture 

and Fine Arts that I have joined, the first one was held in Siem Reap last 

September as the “Mekong-Lancang Symposium on Small-Medium Cultural 

Enterprise Sector (SMCES)”.  
 

2. I am very much encouraged to see more and more MLC projects being 

implemented. In 2017, 16 Cambodia’s projects were approved and received 

funding support from the LMC Special Fund. So far, two of them have been 

successfully implemented, one from the Ministry of Tourism and another one that 

I have mentioned earlier, while the remaining projects are currently at the stage of 

implementation. Last month, the NSC-MLC has submitted the Mid-Term 

progress report on those 16 projects to the Chinese Embassy in Phnom Penh.  
 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

3. The Mekong-Lancang Cooperation Framework is rapidly advancing. Since its 

official launch in November 2015, a lot of achievements were made: 

• We have now a multi-layer structure including a Diplomatic Joint Working 

Group Meeting, a Senior Officials’ Meeting, a Foreign Ministers’ Meeting and 

a Leaders’ Meeting. 

• We have an implementing mechanism which include at the technical level a 

number of Joint Working Groups on LMC Key Priority Areas, a National 

Secretariat or Coordination Unit in the respective Foreign Ministry of all 

member countries, a Water Resources Cooperation Center, a Environmental 

Cooperation Center, and the Global Center for Mekong Studies. 

• We also have a 5-Year Plan of Action (2018-2022), which acts as the roadmap 

for future MLC activities. 



• Moreover, the LMC Special Fund, launched by China with the amount of 

USD300 million, is currently being used to support small and medium scales 

of cooperation projects proposed by member countries. 

 

4. These accomplishments, undoubtedly, have provided a strong and effective 

foundation for the MLC Framework to move ahead. 
 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

5. The Mekong-Lancang region boasts a wealth of traditions, cultures and local 

values, the diversity of which presents complementary potentials and strengths 

that can be harnessed for the collective benefit of the Mekong-Lancang countries. 

That’s why during the 2nd MLC Leaders’ Meeting in Phnom Penh, we are agreed 

to promote greater engagement and cooperation in people-to-people connectivity 

initiatives, including those relating to human resource development, educational 

and life-long learning exchanges. 

 

6. This three-year plan project is designed as a phased capacity building project, 

which aims to develop a long-term framework, through the stewardship of the 

Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts and its partners such as UNESCO and NGOs to 

expand the scope of cultural related activities to ensure that future generations 

that could benefit from our Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritages. 

 

7. Given its importance, the NSC-MLC fully supports the implementation of this 

project, and we call for continued support from all member countries and 

stakeholders for the success of its project implementation. 
 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

8. I would like to take this opportunity to thank China for its leading role in pushing 

forward the LMC Framework, and of course my sincere appreciation for the 

active engagement of all Mekong countries for their commitment to make the 

initiative a remarkable success. 
 

 

9. Cambodia is ready to work with all MLC member countries for the benefit of our 

countries and our peoples, so that we can realize our Leaders’ vision to create a 

Community of Shared Future of Peace and Prosperity among Lancang-Mekong 

Countries.  

10. I would like to conclude my remarks and I wish this seminar a great success. 
 

Thank you! 

***** 


